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State of Colorado 
 

Amtrak Service & Ridership 

Amtrak operates two National Network trains through Colorado: 

 

 The California Zephyr (daily Chicago-Denver- Emeryville/Bay Area) 

 The Southwest Chief (daily Chicago-Kansas City-La Junta-Trinidad-Albuquerque-Los Angeles) 

 

During FY15 Amtrak served the following Colorado locations: 

 

 City Boardings + Alightings 

 Denver 126,403 

 Fort Morgan 3,705 

 Glenwood Springs 39,713 

 Granby 3,945 

 Grand Junction 29,811 

 La Junta 7,256 

 Lamar 1,928 

 Trinidad 5,158 

 Winter Park-Fraser 8,445 

 Total Colorado Station Usage: 226,364 

  (up 11.7% from FY14) 

Procurement/Contracts 

Amtrak spent $12,915,773 on goods and services in Colorado in FY15.  Most of this was in the following 

locations: 

 

 City Amount 

 Denver $ 9,152,483 

 Grand Junction $ 2,921,438 

http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/DEN/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/FMG/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/GSC/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/GRA/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/GJT/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/LAJ/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/LMR/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/TRI/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/WIP/Station_view
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Employment 

At the end of FY15, Amtrak employed 69 Colorado residents.  Total wages of Amtrak employees living in 

Colorado were $6,246,233 during FY15. 

Station Improvements 

Denver: Union Station underwent a $500-million redevelopment into a regional, intermodal transportation 

center.  Amtrak moved into the redeveloped terminal on February 28, 2014, as the overall station 

remodeling and hotel construction drew to a close.  Union Station was built in 1894, significantly rebuilt in 

1914, and purchased by the Regional Transportation District in 2002. 

 

La Junta and Trinidad:  City governments are working with Amtrak and the BNSF Railway to acquire 

BNSF property and to construct multimodal facilities in both communities. 

Southwest Chief route 

The present route of the Southwest Chief, via Trinidad, La Junta, and Lamar, could be altered if sufficient 

capital funding is not found to modernize the line.  Amtrak has been working with the states and 

communities that would be affected and has informed them of the situation, which results from changing 

freight traffic patterns. 

 

The U.S. Department of Transportation awarded a $12.5-million TIGER grant to the Kansas Department 

of Transportation in September 2014.  Combined with matching funds from Amtrak ($4 million), BNSF 

Railway ($3 million), Kansas DOT ($2 million), and the cities and counties of southeastern Colorado 

($250,000), almost $22 million will be allocated towards the requisite rail infrastructure upgrades in 

Kansas. The sum represents a significant down payment on this project and will be part of a sustained 

effort by all stakeholders to keep the Southwest Chief on its current route. 

 

In 2015, the U.S. Department of Transportation awarded an additional $15.2-million TIGER grant to the 

City of La Junta, Colorado, to continue the rehabilitation of the Southwest Chief line.  The funding will be 

used to add approximately 39 miles of new rail and repair over 20 miles of roadbed on segments between 

Waldo, New Mexico, and Garden City, Kansas.  Combined with matching funds from Amtrak ($4 

million), BNSF ($2 million), and the states of Kansas, Colorado, and New Mexico ($1 million, each), over 

$24 million will be allocated to upgrades and repairs in this round of funding. 

 

The Colorado Legislature passed a bill in 2014 to create a commission to oversee the state’s efforts to 

preserve and expand service on the Southwest Chief through Colorado.  That commission is spearheading 

the effort to secure future state and federal funds to make additional track improvements in Colorado. 



C onejos
A rc huleta

L a P lata

Montezuma

B ac aC os tilla

A lamos a

L as  A nimas

R io G rande

Dolores
MineralS an J uan Huerfano

Hins dale

S an Miguel

Otero

B ent

C us ter

P rowers

Ouray
S aguac he

C rowley

P ueblo

K iowa

Montros e F remont

C heyenne

E l P as o

T eller

C haffee

Delta

G unnis on

Mes a

P itkin

L ake P ark

L inc oln

E lbert
Douglas

K it C ars on

A rapahoe
C lear C reek

Denver

J effers on

S ummit

E agle

G ilpin A dams
B roomfield

G arfield

R io B lanc o

B oulder

Was hington

Y uma

G rand

Morgan

P hillips
L arimer

S edgwic k

L ogan

Moffat
J ac ks on

R outt

Weld

T rinidad

C ortez

L amar

C raig

Alamosa

La Junta

Woodland P ark

Glenwood Springs

E vans

WindsorS teamboat S prings

Monte V ista

R ocky F ord

S alidaG unnison

Manitou S prings

Delta

Aspen
F ruita

C arbondale

R ifle

F ort Lupton

B rushB erthoud

E stes
P ark

Walsenburg

C enter

Las  Animas

F lorence

B uena V ista
Orchard C ity

B urlington
Leadville

P alisade

F risco

S ilverthorne

V ail
Avon

G ypsum
E agle

Idaho S prings

Wray
Y uma

Dacono
MeekerR angely

J ohnstown

HolyokeE aton

Hayden

Manassa

S pringfield

B ayfield
P agosa S prings

Mancos

Dolores

Del Norte

F owler

T elluride

Ordway

C heyenne Wells

C ripple C reek

Olathe

C rested B utteP aonia

Monument

C edaredge

P almer Lake

Limon

S nowmass
V illage

E lizabeth
B asalt

B reckenridge

MinturnS ilt
New C astle

B ennett
G eorgetown

Nederland

Akron

F irestone

K remmling

G ranby
P latteville

MeadLyons
G ilcrest

K ersey

Ault

Wellington

J ulesburg

B ranson

C ampoS tarkville
C okedale

Antonito

K im
S an Luis

R omeo

Ignacio

V ilas
P ritchett

Walsh

S anfordLa J ara

Aguilar

B lanca

T wo B uttes

La V eta

S outh F ork

Hooper

R ico

R ye
C reede

HollyG ranada

S ilvertonDove C reek

Hartman

Ophir

C restone
Moffat

C heraw
Manzanola

Wiley
C rowley

S aguache

S ilver C liff
Westcliffe

Lake C ity

S ugar C ity

S awpit
Ouray

B oone

R idgway

Norwood

B onanza

S heridan Lake

Haswell

E ads

B rooks ide

Naturita

Nucla

P oncha
S prings

K it C arson

P itkin
V ictorC rawford

Hotchkiss

C alhan

Mount C rested B utte

HugoR amah
S imla

Marble

B ethune

G enoa Arriba
F lagler S eibert

S tratton
Larkspur

V ona

F airplay

K iowaAlma
C ollbran

B lue R iver

De B eque

Deer T rail

R ed C liff

Montezuma

P arachute

Dillon

C entral C ityWinter Park
F raser

E ckley

Otis

K eenesburg

Wiggins

Log Lane
V illage

Y ampa

Hillrose

G rand Lake
Oak C reek

Merino

Dinosaur

P aoli

T imnath

Haxtun

R aymer

F leming
P ierce

Iliff
Nunn

C rook

Walden

G rover

S edgwick Ovid
P eetz

T owaoc

C olorado C ity

P ueblo West

F ort C arson
S tratmoor

B lack F orest
G leneagleOrchard Mesa

R edlands

E l J ebelB attlement Mesa

B yers

C ampion

K eota

T rincheraG arcia
J aroso

S an Antonio

E dler

Mogote Mesita
C hromo

S tonewall V igil

S an P ablo

Allison
P agosa J unction

S toningtonUtleyvilleAndrix

B ondad

V illegreen
Hoehne

R edmesa

G ulnare

Marvel

Ludlow

Oxford

Model

K line
C himney R ock

S aunders

C uchara
E strella

T yroneF ort G arland

Lycan

Hesperus

Deora
T hatcher

Mayday
V allecito

T rimble

NinaviewDelhi

T acoma

Mosca

T oonerville

Lewis

T impas

Y ellow J acket

G ardner

S toner
P leasant V iew

Wagon Wheel G ap

G reenhorn
La G arita

C ahone

C edarwood Hawley

Dunton

C addoa

B ristolHasty

B eulah

P andoraMountain V illageE gnar

P lacerville

G reenwood

Wetmore
Arlington

Hills ide
V illa G rove

S lick R ock

C hivington B randon

T owner

P ortland

R edvale

P owderhorn
C oaldale C otopaxi

S tone C ity

S argents

Howard

C olona

P arkdale
Wigwam

B edrock

C imarron
Uravan

G arfield
Ohio

K arval
Wild Horse Arapahoe

Almont

G uffey

Aroya

B roadmoorNathrop

B oyeroF alcon

G ateway

Lazear

C rystola
Hartsel

B owie
S omerset

G ranite

MathesonT arryallT win
Lakes

G aro

E lbert

G rand Mesa

R edstone
Mesa

C omo

Molina
Woody C reek

Agate
J efferson

P ine
B aileyC limax

Loma

S nowmass
Meredith

Mack

K okomo
G rant

K irk Hale

J oesC ope

G ilman

Idalia
Anton

Lindon
Last C hance

Wolcott

V ernon

S tate B ridge
B ond

Hoyt

B urns
McC oy

T abernash
P arshall

R oggen

T oponas

Masters

G oodrich

P hippsburg

Axial

Atwood

Massadona

Moffat

Willard

B lue
Mountain

Masonville

C ornish

R and

Hamilton

S toneham

E lk S prings

Dailey Amherst

Milner

B riggsdale
B ellvue

C oalmont

Lay

P oudre P ark

Maybell

P adroni
P roctorLivermoreR ed

F eather Lakes

B uckeye

G reystone

G lendevey

C arr

C owdrey

Hereford

C olumbine

K ings  C anyon
P owder
Wash

Hiawatha

Hot S ulphur
S prings

C onejos

Durango

C anon C ityMontrose

F ountain

Grand
Junction

C astle R ock

P arker
Littleton G reenwood V illage

B roomfield

B rightonLouisville
Lafayette

F ort
Morgan

Loveland

S terling

G olden
Arvada

Westminster

B oulder

Longmont

P ueblo

C olorado S prings

Lakewood
Aurora

F ort C ollins

Denver

G reeley

TO
 S

A
LT

 L
A

K
E 

C
IT

Y

TO ALBUQUERQUE

TO
 K

A
N

SA
S 

C
IT

Y
TO

 O
M

A
H

A

California Zephyr

AMTRAK ROUTES IN
COLORADO

Amtrak
UP
BNSF

CSX

NS

CP
CN

Other

TRACK OWNERSHIP

Southwest Chief

--Amtrak Government Affairs, summer 2011


