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AMTRAK BUYING 130 NEW PASSENGER RAIL CARS
TO SUPPORT LONG-DISTANCE TRAIN SERVICE
$298.1 million contract creates 575 jobs in Elmira, N.Y.
WASHINGTON – Amtrak is implementing the first step in a long-term, comprehensive
fleet renewal plan with the purchase of 130 new single-level rail cars to support its long-distance
train services. The five-year, $298.1 million contract is being awarded to CAF USA which is
creating 575 jobs to perform manufacturing and final assembly work at its plant in Elmira, N.Y.
The first car is scheduled to roll off the assembly line in October 2012.
“This major equipment purchase demonstrates our strong belief in the future of intercity
passenger rail in America and Amtrak’s leading role in meeting this critical national
transportation need,” said President and CEO Joseph Boardman.
Thomas Carper, chairman of the Amtrak board of directors, added: “We are replacing
and renewing our fleet to improve reliability of our operations, to meet passenger expectations
for quality service and to be in a better position to handle the growing demand for more
passenger rail service. Addressing Amtrak’s equipment need is long overdue.”
Boardman explained that the 130 single-level passenger rail cars are similar to the
popular Viewliner model and includes 25 sleeping cars, 25 diners, 55 baggage cars and 25
baggage / dormitory cars for use primarily on long-distance trains. They will replace and
supplement the existing fleet, improve financial and on-time performance, and foster a more
modern, positive image of Amtrak. In addition, Amtrak can begin to retire some of its oldest
cars still in service that date back to the 1940s and 1950s.
Passengers will experience many improvements with the new equipment including:
modern interiors with better layouts; better lighting and more efficient air conditioning and
heating systems; additional outlets to power personal electronic devices; bicycle racks in the
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baggage cars; as well as improved accessibility for passengers with disabilities.
CAF USA along with its parent company, Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles of
Beasain, Spain, is an experienced rail car manufacturer to the U.S. and world markets. CAF
USA will manufacture the stainless steel car shells and perform final assembly of the cars at its
Elmira, N.Y., facility where it currently produces transit rail equipment for several U.S. transit
systems.
“This is a very exciting and pivotal moment in the history of CAF USA. As we move to
consolidate our presence in the US, we view this contract as merely the first in what we hope
will be many opportunities we will have to partner with Amtrak. We look forward to combining
our maximum effort and expertise with the leadership and vision that the current administration
has shown where passenger rail is concerned in the U.S.,” said Virginia Verdeja, CAF USA vice
president.
The first year of the five-year contract will be paid for with $29.8 million from Amtrak’s
current revenues which are running above budget estimates due, in part, to ridership that is on a
record-breaking pace. Amtrak will seek to fund subsequent years of the contract with other
sources such as loans or direct Congressional appropriations.
Furthermore, this equipment purchase is just the first step in Amtrak’s multiyear Fleet
Strategy Plan to replace its entire fleet of passenger rail cars and locomotives over the next 30
years and help support the growth of a domestic rail manufacturing industry. Amtrak is currently
reviewing bids to replace many of the electric locomotives used along the Northeast Corridor and
may make a contract award yet this summer.
About Amtrak
As the nation’s intercity passenger rail operator, Amtrak connects America in safer, greener and
healthier ways. Last fiscal year (FY 2009), the railroad carried 27.2 million passengers, making it
the second-best year in the company’s history. With 21,000 route miles in 46 states, the District
of Columbia and three Canadian provinces, Amtrak operates more than 300 trains each day—at
speeds up to 150 mph (241 kph)—to more than 500 destinations. Amtrak also is the partner of
choice for state-supported corridor services in 15 states and for several commuter rail agencies.
Visit Amtrak.com or call 800-USA-RAIL for schedules, fares and more information.
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About CFA USA
CAF USA, Inc. is a fully owned subsidiary of CAF S.A., a Spanish railway equipment
manufacturer with over 100 years experience in designing and manufacturing all types of
vehicles, from High-Speed to Light Rail, as well as overhauling, maintaining and financing
projects, in summary providing solutions to all types of transportation challenges. CAF and its
12 subsidiaries constitute the CAF Group. CAF has maintained consistent growth for the last 15
years and is a financially sound company gradually establishing its position as one of the major
players in the world’s railway industry. CAF USA has a 12 year history and has secured four
major contracts in the United States. CAF purchased a state of the art facility in Elmira Heights,
New York in the year 2000 and has continuously invested to upgrade it during the last ten years.
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